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<( But I, when they took Ivan Alexievich prisoner at Ust-
Khoperski I hurried home because I was afraid you might 7*
be among them ;   I was afraid the cossacks would kill
you. ... It looks as if I was in too much of a hurry that
time/'
tf So  I've  got  a protector now ?   I  can imagine  how Hi
you'd have talked to me if you'd won.   You'd have torn
my back into ribbons, I expect.   It's only now that you're
turning so kind. . . ."
" Maybe others would flay you alive, but I wouldn't
soil my hands with you."
"Then you and I are made differently. . . . I've never
been afraid of soiling my hands with enemies, and I shan't
turn a hair now if the need arises. ..." Mikhail poured the
rest of the vodka into the glasses and asked : " Will you
drink ? "
ef All right; we've grown too sober for such talk. ..."       ^
They clinked glasses in silence and drank.  Gregor leaned "
his chest against the table and, twisting his moustache, stared
at Mikhail through half-closed eyes.
ft But what is it you're afraid of, Mikhail ? That I shall
revolt against the Soviet regime again ? "
" I'm not afraid of anything, but what I do think is that
if anything happens to flare up you'll be slipping across to
the other side too."
" I could have done that with the Poles, don't you think ?
We had a whole regiment go over to them."
ef Couldn't you manage it ? "
" It wasn't that; I just didn't want to. I've served my /
time. I don't want to serve anybody any more. I've
fought more than enough for my age, and I'm absolutely
worn out. I'm fed up with everything, with the revolution
and with the counter-revolution. Let all that ... let it all
go to hell I I want to live the rest of my life with my
children, to return to the farm, that's all. Believe me,
Mikhail, I say that from the bottom of my heart! "
For that matter, no assurance whatever could convince
Mikhail. Gregor realised that, and said no more. He felt
a momentary bitter annoyance with himself. What the
devil had he tried to justify himself for, tried to prove
anything for? What was the point of carrying on this